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Summary
This report presents the findings made during refurbishment and conservation works to the redundant Chapel of
St Nicholas, King’s Lynn. In doing so it summarizes the scope of the works (section 1.1) and the below-ground
archaeological background (section 3), and presents the recent findings within a chronologically arranged
structural history of the chapel (section 4).

1

Introduction

1.1

Summary of scheme

The development was designed in response to a
need, identified by the Churches Conservation
Trust and the Friends of St Nicholas, to secure
the future of the chapel both by conservation
works and by modest alterations and
refurbishment that have improved its function as
a cultural venue.
Richard Griffiths Architects responded to the
brief by designing:
• new WC and kitchenette facilities in the
tower;
• minor internal reordering, of which the most
significant element is an increase in the open
area at the west end of the chapel, to be
achieved by removing three rows of pews;

the tower floor, and removal of the bases for
the rear blocks of pews in the nave. The findings
are summarized in a report by Giles Emery,1 and
the archive is deposited with the Norfolk
Museums Service.
The standing buildings watching brief (by the
author) was more limited, given the modest
impact of the works on the architecture of the
chapel, and was focused on conservation works.
The findings are the subject of this report, and
the archive – principally high-resolution digital
photographs taken before and during the 201415 works – is deposited with the Norfolk
Museums Service The standing buildings
investigations included a programme of
dendrochronological dating undertaken by Dr
Martin Bridge of the Oxford Dendrochronology
Laboratory: the findings are summarized below
(section 4.5.4) and are the subject of a separate
report.2

• introduction of radiant heating;
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Designations

• addition of photovoltaic cells to the roof;

2.1

Listed Buildings

• improvement of access to the west door and
to the tower; and
• conservation works, which include re-leading
the nave and south aisle roofs.
The 2014-15 works were undertaken by
William Anelay Ltd., of Osbaldwick, York.

1.2

Summary of scope of
archaeological investigations

The works were accompanied by below-ground
and standing buildings watching briefs. The
former were undertaken (to a brief prepared by
the author of this report, acting as the
archaeological consultant to the project) by
Norvic Archaeology.
The exterior below-ground archaeological
watching brief covered service trenches,
rebuilding of the revetment walls around the
tower ‘moat’, the new path to the tower, and
51 small and shallow holes for scaffolding fixing.
The interior watching brief covered lowering of
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The chapel and chapelyard have four separate
statutory listed buildings, comprising:
2.1.1

Chapel of St Nicholas

English Heritage reference number: 384263
Date listed: 01 December 1951
Grade I
Listing text:
Chapel of St Nicholas. Chapel of Ease to St
Margaret's church, founded 1146 by Bishop Turbus.
Rebuilt c1200, south-west tower c1220, all rebuilt
(except tower) 1371-1419. Steeple 1500
(donation). Steeple collapsed 1741, rebuilt 1869 by
Gilbert Scott. Ashlar tower and clerestory, aisles
brick, rendered and scored to imitate ashlar and
with ashlar dressings. Lead roofs. Nave, continuous
chancel and continuous aisles, plus tower. 2-stage
tower with 2-light plate tracery windows to south
and west. 2-light plate tracery belfry windows.
Octagonal broached and leaded spire. Huge 11-light
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Perpendicular west window with a west doorway
stepped up into it. Flanking stepped buttresses with
statuary niches. North aisle window of 5 lights, with
unusual Perpendicular tracery. 12-bay north aisle,
10-bay south aisle, each bay separated by a
stepped buttress: 3-light Perpendicular windows
under segmental arches. 2 late C14 doorways in
north side, one to south side. 9-light chancel east
window. Clerestories of 12 bays, that to south
reduced to 11 on account of south-west tower: 3light Perpendicular windows again. 2-storey south
porch. Multiple rolled arched entrance below a
screen of Perpendicular niches in 2 tiers. 3-light side
windows to ground floor, 2-light above. Stair turret
in north-west corner. Gabled roof. INTERIOR. North
face of tower with 2 lancets, east face with 3
lancets above low doorway. 11-bay arcade with
moulded arches on lozenge piers. 11-bay roof of
alternating hammer beam and tie beam trusses.
The hammers have carved angels, the ties have
queen posts and arched braces dropping to wall
posts on stone corbels. Each wall post has an ogeed
canopied niche right and left. One moulded butt
purlin and ridge piece. Font is 1902 copy of that
given by Bishop Harsnett in 1627: strapwork. C14
polygonal holy water stoup at west end of north
aisle: encircled quatrefoils to bowl and one small
figure. Next to tower is ledger slab in memory of
Robinson Cruso, died 1773. Wall monument in
south aisle (east end) to Thomas Greene, 1675.
Large kneeling figures of Sir Thomas and wife
flanked by 2 Corinthian columns supporting a
segmental pediment; predella with 5 daughters and
4 sons; apron bears inscription panel. In east wall of
south aisle wall monument to Richard Clarke, 1602.
Alabaster. Architectural surround contains an altar
on which kneel Richard and wife, figures of offspring
peeping out behind them. Under altar is recumbent
figure of Richard's first wife. Inscription in predella.
In east wall of north aisle wall monument to
Thomas Snelling, 1623. Architectural surround with
kneeling figures of Thomas and wife. In predella are
figures of 2 sons, one daughter and a swaddled
infant. Inscription in apron. Immediately in front is
marble monument to Sir Benjamin Keene, 1757 by
Robert Adam. Square plinth decorated with festoons
and inscription. On plinth is a round bowl and cover
with 4 pilaster divisions. Alternate panels have high
relief images and serpentine inverted gadrooning.
Images are of a profile head (east side) and a
shipping scene with figure of Britannia (Keene was
ambassador to Spain) on west side. Late C15 brass
eagle lectern.
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2.1.2 Railings and gates to south and east
of chapelyard, Pilot Street
English Heritage reference number: 384235
Date listed: 26 July 1993
Grade II
Listing text:
Railings and gates to S and E of St Nicholas'
Churchyard. Railings to churchyard. 1749. Cast- and
wrought-iron. Brick plinth wall with stone coping
carries diamond section verticals between square
section stiles with urn finials. Adjacent to No.8 Pilot
Street is a set of gates with similar details and a
reduced scrolled overthrow.
2.1.3 Gateway to St Nicholas chapelyard,
St Ann’s Street
English Heritage reference number: 384264
Date listed: 07 June 1972
Date of last amendment: 26 July 1993
Grade II
Listing text:
Gates and Railings to east of St Nicholas'
Churchyard (Formerly Listed as: ST ANN'S STREET
Gateway to St Nicholas Churchyard). Gates, gate
piers and railings. 1749. Wrought-iron on brick
plinth wall. Main gate to south supported by gault
brick piers with moulded stone coping carrying
bulbous urn finials. Pair of gates of square section
verticals, panel middle rail with subsidiary fleur-delys crest. Gates are border-hung. On top rail is an
elaborate ramped overthrow with scrolled tendrils
and the date 1749. Low red brick plinth walling with
ashlar coping follows line of street north to
secondary gate in front of west door of church.
Double gates hung on heavy stiles terminating in urn
finials: scrolled middle rail, square section verticals
and a scrolled overthrow rising to a square lamp
bracket. Railings continue north to a north gate:
plain. Railings themselves have square section
verticals set diagonally, their stiles also square
section with urn finials.
2.1.4 Table tomb 3 metres south of south
porch of chapel of St Nicholas (see Fig. 2)
English Heritage reference number: 384265
Date listed: 26 July 1993
Grade II
Listing text:
Table tomb 3m south of south porch of Chapel of St
Nicholas. Table tomb. C17. Stone. Rectangular.
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Vermiculated plinth. Chest has intermittent chevron
mouldings incised. Pitched cap stone.

2.2

Ecclesiastical Exemption

Although St Nicholas’s chapel formerly had
Ecclesiastical Exemption from Listed Building
Consent and Conservation Area Consent, this is
no longer the case: normal listed building and
conservation area controls apply once any
Church of England church is closed to regular
public worship under the Pastoral Measure
1983.

6
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Archaeological background

3.1

Introduction

The development was located within the chapel
and chapelyard, which appear to represent the
first permanent occupation on this site, in the
mid-12th century. While subsurface remains of
the first chapel and early burials may survive, the
earliest upstanding fabric dates from c.1200. This
section reviews the nature of the chapel, its
significance, and its key features.

3.2

Excavations pre-2014

Prior to the 2014-15 works, there had been no
controlled archaeological excavations within the
chapelyard or chapel. Excavations on two
adjacent sites, however, are relevant:
• Raynham House, Austin Street. Excavation on
this site immediately south of the chapelyard in
1964 revealed refuse deposits, a 14th-century
building and evidence for 18th-century industrial
use. Significantly, there was no evidence for the
chapelyard having extended further south.3
• Pilot Street. Excavation in 1977 north-east of
the present chapelyard revealed burials in what
was formerly part of the chapelyard. This part of
the chapelyard – which is known also from
cartographic evidence – clearly represented a
post-medieval extension, however, as the burials
overlay medieval walls. One wooden coffin was
dated to the 17th century.4

3.3

2014-15 excavation and
watching brief

The 2014-15 works were accompanied by
excavation and a watching brief. This work,
undertaken by Norvic Archaeology, involved
below-ground archaeological investigations in
the chapelyard and within the chapel itself. The
summary below has been provided by Giles
Emery, Norvic Archaeology, while the results
are discussed more fully in his report,5 and,
where relevant to the architectural history, are
drawn on in this standing buildings report.
Excavations both inside and outside the tower have
uncovered 18th and 19th-century steps and walling
to the moated area around the tower base. Several
broken memorial stones incorporated into these
walls were uncovered which include that of Francis
Squire (d.1768) and his wife Mary (d.1797) and
also Martin Peake, a baker (d.1743). The
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formidable medieval footings of the 13th-century
tower were uncovered which made use of large
quantities of imported stone, some of which came to
the town as ballast cobbles from trade links as far
away as the Baltic Sea. Similar stone types were
also used to construct the Town Wall, which made
use of a variety of Baltoscandian stone-types.
Work inside the tower to remove the concrete floor
and remnants of the 1930s boiler revealed not only
the early 13t- century footings to the doorway in the
west wall of the medieval nave (present prior to the
early 15th-century rebuilding of the chapel), but also
a buried floor level from earlier construction directly
below it. This is a significant discovery as the stone
work appears to date to sometime just after c.1200
and it provides evidence for a previously unknown
phase in the structural history of the chapel. The
rapid succession of medieval works here includes the
west wall of the nave (now the south aisle) c.120025, the lower stage of the tower c.1225-50 and
must now include another phase of similarly dated
stonework. The reasoning behind this additional and
short-lived phase may be a practical one: the early
13th century chamfered plinth and threshold is
relatively level, whilst the chamfered course of the
build directly below suffered obvious settlement and
cracking problems and is currently interpreted as a
false start to the 13th-century construction. The
rapid correction of this problem through a major
rebuild, set upon the original stonework, also had
the benefit of raising the floor level, perhaps in
response to repeated ground-water flooding. To
what height the earlier work advanced is unclear.
Work for the new tower access point revealed an
enlightening sequence of archaeological deposits
which demonstrate that, in this area of the cemetery
at least, all of the cemetery soils have been entirely
imported. Below the level of the medieval burials, a
rough surface was exposed, made from cobbles
which acted as a consolidation surface laid directly
over soft and wet clay-silts. The pottery collected
from this level suggests a 13th-century date and it is
thought to have served as a temporary working
surface for the 13th-century building programme.
Trenching work has been necessary across the
cemetery under the direct supervision of the
archaeology team, to allow for modern service runs
connecting to the chapel. This work entailed the
careful excavation of numerous burials. Over 20
burials of medieval to post-medieval date were
recorded and excavated, with very large quantities
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of disarticulated fragments of human skeletal
material collected from upper cemetery soils during
the course of the work. The remains have all been
reburied on site.
It currently seems that Victorian landscaping in the
south-west area of the site significantly reduced the
ground levels around the tower. The 18th-century
brick-walled pathway leading from the south-west
corner of the cemetery to the south porch,
formalised an existing holloway, which was later
infilled by the 1900s. A similar infilled pathway was
partly uncovered on the north side of the chapel,
which also revealed that the unfortunate fate of
many 18th-century memorial stones was to be
smashed and used as rough paving. Interestingly, a
probable mid-18th-century phase of landscaping on
the north side of the chapel imported large
quantities of soil laden with fragments of household
rubbish with no sign of later burials. This activity
probably dates to the initial beautification of the site
in 1749, which saw the addition of the gates, piers
and railings and the first phase of clearance and
relocation of grave markers.
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Structural history

4.1

Introduction
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This summary of the structural history of the
chapel incorporates, and focuses on, the findings
and observations of watching briefs carried out
by the author during the 2014-15 refurbishment.
These works were of modest scope, with the
opportunities for investigation and recording
thus being rather limited. The most significant
works – from the point of view of analysis of
the historic building – comprised:
• internal works to the lower part of the tower,
to create new WC and kitchenette facilities; and
• conservation works, which included re-leading
and repairing the nave roof, and temporary
removal of the north and south aisle dado
panelling.

4.2

The 12th-century chapel

Following Bishop Herbert de Losinga’s early
interest in the emergent town and port at Lynn,
which saw a dependent cell established there,
the third Bishop of Norwich, William Turbe
(1146-74) founded the chapel of St Nicholas.
The new chapel was granted in a charter of
1146-50 to the monks at the cathedral-priory’s
cell in Lynn, which was attached to St Margaret’s
church.

Fig. 1. View of lancets at west end of south aisle (2016).

Evidently the chapel was designed to serve a
population that had already been established in
the Newland part of Lynn north of the Purfleet,
probably from the early 12th century, with this
area previously being reclaimed from
sandbanks.6
There is no upstanding evidence of a mid-12thcentury chapel on the site, nor is its relationship
to the present building certain. The scale of the
chapelyard and the documented use of the
chapel for burials from the 14th century7 suggest
that it was a graveyard from the outset: this
graveyard extended as far as Pilot Street in the
late 17th and 18th centuries, but excavation in
1977 shows that this represents post-medieval
expansion since built over (see section 3.2).

4.3

Rebuilding of the chapel
c.1200

The west wall of the south aisle has a central
doorway with three lancet windows above,
incorporated and partly blocked by an early

Fig. 2. East face of tower, showing nave roof scar (2012).
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13th-century west tower (see below, section
4.4). The symmetrical arrangement suggests that
the earlier fabric here formed the west wall of
what was then the nave of the chapel, which
was c.5.67m (c.18ft 7ins) wide internally.
On the east face of the wall, almost immediately
above the lancets, there is a chamfered
stringcourse, with the wall offset above this (Fig.
1). While this suggests the top of the surviving
fabric from the early nave, this does not appear
to be the case: above the present south aisle
roof, the roof scar from the early nave on the
external (i.e. east) face of the tower shows the
coursing of the ashlar of the lower stage of the
tower as being quite different either side of the
scar (Fig. 2). Although the area within the roof
crease is rendered, this very much suggests that
the earlier gable does survive and was
assimilated into the structure of the tower
when this was added to the earlier chapel.
The rear arches and splays of the lancets (i.e.
visible within the present south aisle) are simple,
with decoration confined to chamfers on the
two-centred arches, which die into the splayed
embrasures. On the west face, within the ringing
chamber, the two outer lancets are blocked, but
the central window is intact, and has twoordered continuous chamfers together with a
hoodmould.
Below the lancets, the original internal (i.e.
eastern) details of the doorway are simple,
comprising a plain two-centred rear arch (2.23m
wide): this face of the doorway has been partly
buried since the early 15th century by the higher
internal floor level of the present chapel. On the
western (i.e. originally external) face, however,
there was more visible before and during the
2014-15 works, although the new fittings
(especially those for the lavatories at the
bottom of the tower) have now obscured some
of these details. Most substantially, a twoordered chamfered arch is visible from within
the tower. Prior to the 2014-15 works the arch
was mostly within the boiler room, which
occupied the ground-floor of the tower, with
just the apex rising into the ringing chamber
above: during the works, the ringing chamber
floor was raised above the arch, to the
approximate medieval level, as shown by the
internal doorways at the south-west and northwest corners of the chamber. At the same time
a new floor was created at the main level of the
chapel interior, just below the capitals of the
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Fig. 3. Lancets from ringing chamber (24.4.2014).

Fig. 4. Lancets and doorway arch below (12.1.2015).
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Fig. 5. West doorway of nave of c.1200, following removal of boiler, and boiler room and ringing chamber floors (8.9.2014).
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former west door. The southern jamb of this
west doorway is most intact, showing that it
springs from two orders of bell-capitals: the
shafts below the two capitals have gone, but the
bases survive. The northern jamb was largely
obscured by brickwork and concrete (relating
to the 20th-century boiler) prior to the recent
works: this was removed revealing details
matching the south side, including largely intact
bases and capitals, although cladding in the new
lavatories now obscures everything below the
level of the capital. The two-orders of shafts
flanked an area of plain ashlar, best preserved
on the south side. The ashlar extends
northwards to a chamfered edge, therefore
showing the full width of an inner order to the
arch, forming the southern jamb of the west
doorway. The location of the chamfered jamb
shows that the doorway was 2.18m wide.
Although the ashlar now extends up to the level
of the adjacent capitals only, enough survives to
show that it did not have an abacus at this level
and, thus, was part of a continuous inner order.
Edward Beloe also identified this arrangement,
in 1899, and his east and west elevations show
the doorway itself having a very low twocentred arch, almost of segmental form. His text
and photographs, however, make it clear that
no more survived in the late 19th century than
was exposed in 2014-15.8 While a low arch to
the doorway itself cannot be ruled out, it is
rather more likely that the doorway had a taller
two-centred arch following the same form as
that of the surviving enclosing two-ordered arch
(Fig. 5).
The details are all Early English, but there is little
here to narrow the dating within the period of,
say, c.1190-1240 on stylistic grounds: it is only
the subsequent building of the lower stage of
the tower in the early to mid-13th century (see
section 4.4) that suggests that the lancets and
doorway date from early within this period.
Prior to the 2014-15 works, the chamfered
threshold of the doorway was visible at c.4.19m
OD, albeit largely hidden by the heating boiler
(Figs. 78 and 79). Removal of the concrete floor
and make-up beneath in 2014 revealed another,
slightly taller, chamfered course c.600mm below
this, the two being separated by courses of subashlar and rubble. The lower chamfered course
sloped from south to north over its short length
by 120mm, in contrast with the horizontal
threshold above. A disjunction in the course
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Fig. 6. Tower ground floor, showing blocked arch following
removal of the boiler (24.4.2014).

2.05m from its northern end suggests that it is
not all of one build: this is supported by the fact
that this point is marked an anomalous L-shaped
stone and, to the south, slightly different sized
stones (150-180mm high, compared to c.200mm
blocks to the north). Although the tooling is
slightly different north and south of the
apparent join in construction, in both cases it is
claw chiselling. Given the absence of rough axe
tooling, it is clear that the lower chamfered
course does not derive from William Turbe’s
mid-12th-century church, but, rather, dates from
c.1200 or later. As it is evidently not part of the
construction of the Early English doorway
above, the chronology is rather compressed.
Rather than representing a short-lived fullyrealized chapel of say, c.1200, replaced almost
immediately by that with the Early English
doorway, it is more likely that this lower work
represents an aborted start of the same works.
The significant slope, or deflection, of the lower
chamfered course and the rough build-up to the
threshold of the surviving doorway above are
consistent with this, suggesting that the initial
construction was too low in relation to the
water table (certainly this work is below the
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present water table as demonstrated during the
2014-15 works) and was already subsiding. That
subsidence, or settlement, is a real issue here is
shown by the lack of verticality in the lower
stage of the 13th-century tower (see section
4.4).
Given the modest scale of the first chapel for
which we have standing remains, it is difficult to
conceive of a protracted building campaign
slowly progressing westwards from the mid-12th
century and, therefore, it is most likely that the
fabric from c.1200 represents early replacement
of a still more modest – and perhaps not stonebuilt – initial building of c.1146-50.

4.4

Addition of tower c.1225-75

The two-stage west tower was added during the
13th century. The secondary nature of the tower
is evident from the fact that the north and south
walls block the lancet windows of what is now
the west wall of the south aisle (see section 4.2)
and the butt-joint in the masonry: this is
particularly evident at foundation level as
exposed within the tower during the 2014-15
works. The foundations are further discussed by
Giles Emery in his report on the below-ground
archaeology.9

Fig. 7. Tower from south-west (2016).

The tower was built in two phases. The exterior
of the lower part has large blind arches on its
south, west and east faces, rising from the
ground to the top of the ringing chamber. The
arches have three chamfered orders, springing
from bell capitals and triple shafts. That on the
north side is now an internal feature and is
partly buried by the raised floor level of the
present chapel. It contains a large two-light
window at the level of the ringing chamber,
blind apart from two square boiler duct grilles
of 1932 (see section 4.9). There is an equivalent
blind window on the south elevation, although
there the arches have nailhead decoration.
Unlike its northern counterpart, above this
window is a plate tracery quatrefoil, which is
glazed. The two-centred rear arch and
embrasure to the quatrefoil are narrower than
the width of the double window below, which,
along with the absence of evidence of internal
jambs, confirms that the main two-light
‘window’ was built blind.
At ground level on the south elevation there is a
narrow lancet, with two-ordered chamfers and
a hoodmould, which lit the ground floor of the

Fig. 8. Tower lower stage from west (2013).
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Fig. 9. Tower lower stage from south (2016).

Fig. 11. Tower ringing chamber north wall (24.4.2014).

Fig. 10. Tower lower stage from north (2016).

Fig. 12. Tower ringing chamber south wall (24.4.2014).

14

Chapel of St Nicholas, King’s Lynn: Buildings Archaeology report

May 2016

Fig. 13. Tower interior, view west-south-west following removal of the ringing chamber floor and the bells (27.6.2014).
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tower. Internally, there is no sign of any blocked
equivalent on the north side. The large arch on
the west elevation closely follows the form of
that on the south side of the tower, having
nailhead decoration and a quatrefoil, although
here the two-light window is functional and was
glazed from the outset. Below the window,
pushing up slightly into its sill, is a wide doorway
with continuous chamfers of two orders, so that
the addition of the tower effectively created a
porch at ground level: the 4.18m OD level of
the threshold of the western (outer) doorway
matched that of the eastern (inner) doorway.
The east wall of the lower part of the tower
incorporated the west wall of the earlier chapel
(see above, section 4.3), but thickened the wall
on the west side at ringing chamber level, with a
chamfered two-centred arch carrying the
additional masonry: the apex of the arch is just
above that of the hoodmould of the earlier
central lancet, with the lower part of the arch
and its responds cutting across the flanking
lancets, which were evidently blocked at this
point. The style of all these features is typical of
the early to mid-13th century.
Fig. 14. Belfry, view east (2011).

Fig. 15. Belfry, view north (2011).
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The upper stage of the tower is occupied by the
belfry, which has large openings on its north,
south and west sides (that on the north side is
partly blocked), and three small quatrefoil
openings on the east wall (above the scar of the
13th-century roof): see Figs. 2 and 14. The larger
openings comprise two-light chamfered
openings with circles above: the spandrels of the
circles are sunk and almost pierced through,
creating, in effect, bar tracery. It is this simple
bar tracery that has given rise to the dating of
the upper stage to c.1275,10 although the
survival of more sophisticated and fully evolved
bar tracery of 1226-44 on the west front of
Binham Priory (together with other English
examples from c.1240, which include the
example nearby at West Walton) means that an
earlier date for this work at King’s Lynn is very
possible. Indeed, given the date range for the
lower part of the tower (see above), it is
possible that the gap between the two stages
may be shorter than commonly supposed: the
lack of verticality in the lower stage arising from
settlement (tilting the tower northwards and
westwards), and its partial correction by the
slightly more plumb upper stage does not
require an extensive gap between the two
construction phases.
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4.5

Rebuilding of the chapel
c.1400-15

4.5.1

Introduction

The 13th-century chapel was almost entirely
replaced at the beginning of the 15th century,
when the present building was constructed.
Described as ‘de novo’ in 1419, the new chapel
has been variously dated within the period
c.1370-1419. Antiquarian references to a papal
bull for rebuilding in the early 1370s11 are
inconsistent with the stylistic detail, although
recently the case for an early date (principally
the 1380s) has again been made, in this case
citing a carved ‘helm of Richard II’ on the
exterior to the north of the west doorway as
evidence for construction having reached this
level by the time of his death in 1399.12
However, this heavily repaired helm, in which
the lion is rather oddly not guardant (i.e. with
head turned to face the viewer), is clearly of
little merit in dating the chapel: the helms of
Henry IV and Henry V were identical to that of
Richard II.
Although confusingly later published under their
own names by Benjamin Mackerell (1738)13 and
Charles Parkin (writing, while completing
Blomefield’s topographic account of Norfolk,
between 1752 and his death in 1765),14 a
personal account of a window dated to 1413
appears to derive from a manuscript by John
Green c.1724,15 although a still earlier source
has been suggested.16 The early 18th-century (or
arguably earlier) account, in the form published
by Mackerell, records in ‘a Window next the
North Door, I found there the Year of our
Lord, fairly depicted or stained in the Glass in a
beautiful and [Parkin adds ‘yellow’17] Character,
but now demolish’d and gone; notwithstanding
which I took care to preserve a Transcript of it’,
which is given as ‘Anno. Dom. m. ccc. xiii.’.18
Mackerell et al also record a highly elaborate
ledger stone (10ft x 6ft) with brasses for
William de Bittering and his wife Julian, located
towards the east end of the south aisle.19
William had been mayor of Lynn several times,
and was last documented in that role in March
1367.20 Hillen records his death in 1372,21 and
there can be little doubt that he died before the
rebuilding of the chapel and that, therefore, the
tomb was retained – very possibly in situ – in the
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new chapel: the monument was long gone by
1844.22
Stylistically, the chapel is perhaps best dated to
c.1400-10, and this is broadly supported by the
limited dendrochronological analysis undertaken
during the repairs to the roof in 2014-15 (see
below, section 4.5.4).
4.5.2

General plan form

The chapel has an oblong plan of 58.75m x
22.33m internally, and is set c.2m above the
level of the earlier building. This higher level
suggests a deliberate response to the low-lying
and flood-prone site. The chapel makes little
architectural distinction between the nave and
the chancel, although a rood screen marked the
transition until removed in the 18th century (see
section 4.6). The chapel has three aisles and is
12 bays long. The end bays are significantly
different from the rest. At the west, the earlier
tower occupies the end bay of the south aisle
and accounts for the much greater width of this
bay. At the east, the raised sanctuary occupies
the central bay and is flanked by vestries that
externally continue the line of the side aisles.
4.5.3

Walls, windows and doorways

The west wall of the nave and the adjoining
west wall of the north aisle, the tower and the
porch are faced entirely with ashlar, which
largely comprises Barnack stone and Ketton
stone. To the east ashlar is limited to dressings,
which include the buttresses and plinth.
Although recorded as making extensive use of
red brick (for all of the north aisle, the five
eastern bays of the south aisle, and the east
wall23), immediately prior to the 2014-15 works
most of the exterior was rendered and the
interior was plastered. However, missing boards
in the panelling by the eastern door in the north
aisle revealed some brick. During the works this
dado panelling (which extends from the floor to
a height of c.815mm) was temporarily removed
from the nave, exposing the wall construction
behind (Figs. 18 and 19). This confirmed stone
rubble construction for the nave part of the
south aisle and brick (with occasional use of
stone rubble) for its northern counterpart.
Limited exposure of the foundations of the aisle
walls in 2014-15 (in a series of 51 small pits for
the scaffolding) revealed stepped brick
foundations to both aisle walls: the bricks were
formed from local estuarine clays.24
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Fig. 16. General view of the chapel from the north-west, showing ashlar west front and tower contrasting with largely rendered
north elevation of the north aisle (2016).

Fig. 17. South aisle, view north-east, showing use of render contrasting with ashlar of the porch (2016).
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Fig. 18. Detail of south aisle wall, interior face, following removal of the dado panelling showing stone construction with later
beam sockets (28.10.2014). Scale in 200mm divisions.

Fig. 19. Detail of north aisle wall, interior face, following removal of the dado panelling showing brick construction with later
beam sockets (28.10.2014). Scale in 200mm divisions.
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Fig. 20. South clerestory, view east-north-east showing brick super-arches to the windows (2012).

The chapel has windows with Perpendicular
tracery. In the aisles there are windows to all
the bays except where are doorways (an
exception being the later mullion and transom
window over the eastern door in the south
aisle: see section 4.6). The windows have low
sills, three main lights and segmental heads, with
hoodmoulds both inside and out. Matching
windows are found in the west wall of the north
aisle, and in the east wall of both side aisles
(within the vestries). The three-light form and
segmental heads are repeated at clerestory
level, albeit with simpler tracery and necessarily
shorter form: brick super-arches are visible
externally. The absence of aisle-like lean-to
roofs over the vestries means that the
clerestory windows of the eastern bay are able
to descend much lower, so that their sills are
around the level of the capitals of the arcades to
the west, and these windows have two-centred
arches. The great east and west windows are
also framed by two-centred arches, and have
still lower sills, and, respectively, nine and eleven
main lights.
The raised floor level of the rebuilt chapel
rendered largely redundant the 13th-century
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doorway in the west wall of what became the
south aisle, with the outer west doorway
reduced to an entrance to the tower. By way of
ample compensation, the new chapel was given
five new entrances. Below, and partly
interrupting, the substantial west window there
is a central double-doorway, elaborated with
cusping and with a niche above the central
trumeau, and with its early 15th-century doors
intact: the doors have applied tracery, which
includes niches for figures (all bar one
removed), and early polychrome.25 In the
second bay from the west, there are opposing
doorways in the north and south walls: that on
the north is more elaborate in itself, although
that on the south opens into a contemporary
two-storeyed porch, which is elaborately
decorated with niches and a lierne vault: the
double doors from the porch into the south
aisle survive, although they were restored in the
early 19th century, and, like the west doors, have
applied tracery and image niches.26 In the
seventh bay from the west there are two more
opposing doorways in the north and south aisle
walls, located off-centre on the west side of the
bay. Both doorways have octagonal arches and
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Fig. 21. Interior view east, showing chancel (2016).

Fig. 22. Interior view north-west, from chancel (2016).
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Fig. 23. View south-east of chancel during works (3.7.2015).

Fig. 24. Bay 7 south clerestory, showing the clunch niches without their original statuary (3/7/2015).
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Fig. 25. Main roof structure, view eastwards (2012).

hoodmoulds on the one side and slightly
segmental arches and hoodmoulds on the other,
although the internal and external use of these
is reversed on the different doorways. The
northern doorway has a canopy that appears to
date from the early 15th century. Internal
doorways of the early 15th century survive
between the south aisle and the south vestry
(heavily cusped with a slightly segmental arch
and hoodmould); the vestries and the eastern
part of the sanctuary (simple two-centred
doorways which presumably provided access to
a narrow passage behind a reredos); and an
elaborate cusped doorway between the north
vestry (or sacristy) and the sanctuary (for the
modern doorway between the north aisle and
the north vestry, see section 4.9).
The arcades between the side aisles and the
central vessel of the chapel are consistent
throughout the eleven bays west of the
sanctuary, apart from the wider span of the
western bay. Only the inner orders have
capitals, like those of responds. Between each
bay a narrow moulding – hardly a shaft – rises
from each pier to the clerestory, at which level
it is flanked by clunch niches with crocketed
pinnacles, all robbed of their statuary.

4.5.4

Roof structure

The exceptional main roof of the early 15thcentury chapel survives, albeit with significant
repairs. Re-leading in 2014-15 left most of the
sarking boards intact, but internal scaffolding
around the edge of the nave and chancel
provided useful access to the lower parts of the
roof structure. It is an early example of an angel
roof (i.e. a roof decorated with carved angels),
possibly the first example after the type appears
to have been introduced in Hugh Herland’s new
roof at Westminster Hall in 1394-7. It is of 12
bays, with principal trusses springing from
corbels between each pair of the clerestory
niches: the corbels cap shafts that continue
down to the springing of the main arcade arches
(see section 4.5.3). The four-centred arched
braces rise to tiebeams in each bay except the
end bays (see below), meeting in the centre.
The tiebeams carry queen struts, with further
(decoratively carved) braces on their inner sides
and tracery on their outer sides. The spandrels
formed by the main arch braces to the tiebeams
are also traceried. The braces and tiebeams are
moulded, have brattishing, and are studded with
carved decoration (mostly foliate). The tiebeams
in the chancel have six carvings of winged demi-
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Fig. 26. Main roof structure, view south-west from Bay 1 (19.11.2014).

Fig. 27. Truss 1 (easternmost), showing anomalous false-hammerbeam form (12.1.2015).

24

May 2016

Chapel of St Nicholas, King’s Lynn: Buildings Archaeology report

May 2016

Fig. 28. Truss 13 (westernmost), showing anomalous arch-braced form (12.1.2015).

figure angels on each of their side faces: four
winged demi-figure angels are also found on the
cornices of the five bays of the chancel.
Between the principal trusses there are
subsidiary false hammerbeam trusses, with
carved angels with outstretched wings fixed to
the undersides of the stub tiebeams.
There are several anomalous principal and
subsidiary trusses. At the east end, Truss 1 is a
false-hammerbeam similar to the intermediary
trusses, but without angel carvings: instead
there are knee braces connecting the wall posts
to the undersides of the stub tiebeams (Fig. 27).
To the west of this, the subsidiary truss in the
middle of Bay 1 is of similar form to those to
the west, but the carved figures – holding bibles
– lack the wings of the angels to the west: the
sides of the stub tiebeams, however, show
working to accommodate wings and it appears,
therefore, that they have been lost or removed.
Uniquely, at the apex of this subsidiary truss
there is a boss, which depicts an angel with
hands raised palm outwards as if in blessing
(apposite over the high altar). At the west end
of the roof, Truss 13 has no tiebeam, adopting
an arch-brace form: the arch-braces rise up to a
collar (the only one in the roof), above which

braced struts and tracery emulate the
arrangement of the principal trusses to the east.
Uniquely, this principal truss also adopts much
of the subsidiary truss design. Stub tiebeams are
jointed into the upper faces of the arch braces
and, most incongruously, there are winged
angels cut in two lengthways to flank the stub
tiebeams and the arch braces (Fig. 29).
The 26 angels on the false hammerbeam trusses
and on arch-braced Truss 13 show the hand of
several carvers. Although repairs to many of the
angels can give rise to some confusion when
viewing from the ground, close inspection
during the 2014-15 works allowed identification
of four types, largely consistently grouped along
the length of the nave as shown in Table 1. Each
type almost certainly represents the work of a
single carver. Type 1 almost entirely accounts
for the angels in the eastern half of the chapel,
with the best-preserved examples comprising
Bay 1 south (wings missing), Bay 2 north
(instrument missing) and Bay 4 north (part of
base missing, and wing crudely repaired). The
angels have distinctive drapery carving with
angled folds between slightly exposed feet, bases
decorated with lobed leaves, wavy hair and
slightly broad faces with very gently defined
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proportions, and a rough finish with the gouge
tooling marks left clearly visible. This suggests
that they are all post-medieval replacements,
and this is supported by their good condition
and the absence of repairs. The Type 4 group of
angels is limited to just three examples, located
at the west end of the nave roof, and including
the two examples bifurcated by arched-brace
Truss 13. These are distinguished by different
rendering of drapery, more angular faces,
dominant eyes (with very obvious – drilled –
pupils) and distinctive wavy, or curly, hair.
Rimmer has identified very similar carving of the
eyes and what he terms ‘intestinal’ hair in angels
at St Mary’s, Mildenhall (Suffolk), and at St Peter,
Upwell (Norfolk).28 Examples of the different
types of angel carvings are illustrated in Figs. 2947.
Bay

N angel

S angel

Bay 1

Type 1

Type 1

Bay 2

Type 1

Type 1

Bay 3

Type 1

Type 1

Fig. 29. Truss 13, south: detail of angel from below showing
how it is bisected by the arch-brace (2016).

Bay 4

Type 1

similar to Type 1?

chins. This group of angels has suffered
particularly from later repairs with six having
seen loss of the original lower part of the
figures: surviving details from the sides in these
areas show that the replacement work does not
replicate the original form and confirms that
they matched the better preserved examples.
Type 2 is found in the central bays of the nave,
with the figures having rather different drapery
and thin oval faces (with eyes lacking pupils) and
tight, finely carved ringlets. Rimmer notes this as
one of his three types, and identifies it as the
work of the carver of the roof angels at St
George’s, Methwold, Norfolk: this is possible,
although the Methwold examples have fewer
and less tightly defined ringlets and much
squarer faces.27 In addition to the five certain
examples of Type 2, the angel on the south side
of Bay 10 has matching face, albeit with rather
different hair: its proximity to the rest of the
group could suggest that the carver of Type 2
had some involvement or that his style was
copied in part. Type 3 comprises a group of four
angels located just west of the centre of the
nave. They differ from the other angels in having
squat bodies, poorly expressed anatomy and

Bay 5

similar to Type 1?

Type 1

Bay 6

Type 1

dissimilar

Bay 7

Type 2

Type 2

Bay 8

Type 2

Type 2

Bay 9

Type 2

Type 3

Bay 10

dissimilar

similar to Type 2?

Bay 11

Type 3

Type 3

Bay 12

Type 4

Type 3

Truss 13

Type 4

Type 4
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Table 1. Distribution of different types of angels

The easternmost bay of the roof, over the
sanctuary, has extensive polychrome. Most of
this is clearly secondary as it is unaffected by the
splitting of the green oak common rafters as
they seasoned in situ. This is consistent with the
analysis of the paint of the cornices and their
demi-figure angels in 2004, although some early
paint was discovered on the two main –
wingless – angels in this bay, on the central boss
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Fig. 30. Type 1 angel, example from Bay 2 north: largely intact apart from loss of musical instrument (2016).

Fig. 31. Type 1 angel, example from Bay 3 north (detail from east): the replacement of the front (i.e. lower) part of the bottom
section of the angel can be seen clearly, with the replacement being only a crude approximation of the original (12.2.2015)
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Fig. 32. Type 2 angel, example from Bay 8 north: largely intact despite iron bolt through chest (2016).

Fig. 33. Type 2 angel, example from Bay 8 north: view from east (17.3.2015).
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Fig. 34. Type 3 angel, example from Bay 9 south: note crude proportions and anatomy of the figure, which contrasts with the
other angel types, and strongly suggests later replacement (2016).

Fig. 35. Type 3 angel, example from Bay 11 south (detail): note gouge tooling marks that remain visible (12.1.2015).
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Fig. 36. Type 4 angel, example from Bay 12 north (2016).

Fig. 37. Type 4 angel, example from Bay 12 north (detail): note convoluted style of hair (17.3.2015).
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Fig. 38. Type 1 angel, Bay 5 south, detail (2016).

Fig. 40. Type 3 angel, Bay 11 north, detail (2016).

Fig. 39. Type 2 angel, Bay 8 south, detail (2016).

Fig. 41. Type 4 angel, Bay 12 north, detail (2016).
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Fig. 42. One-off angel, Bay 4 south, detail (2016).

Fig. 44. One-off angel, Bay 6 south, detail (2016).

Fig. 43. One-off angel, Bay 5 north, detail (2016).

Fig. 45. One-off angel, Bay 10 north, detail (2016).
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Fig. 46. One-off angel, Bay 10 south, detail (2016).

Fig. 48. Type 1 angel (painted), Bay 1 north (2016).

Fig. 47. Type 1 angel (painted), Bay 1 south (2016).

Fig. 49. Bay 1 rafters and purlins, south pitch (2016).
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Fig. 50. Truss 2, west face. With Trusses 3 and 12, this is one of only three intact trusses in the main roof. The winged demifigure angels on the side faces of the tiebeam are found only on the trusses of the chancel (12.1.2015).

angel, and from the hollow chamfer on the west
face of the intermediate truss. This early paint
includes copper green glaze, which confirms a
pre-1700 date: it may well represent the original
polychromy from the 15th century. Certainly the
use of gesso for the ground is consistent with
this dating. The much more extensive
repainting, or overpainting, which gives the east
bay of the roof its present polychrome,
evidently dates from the 19th century or, even,
later, as it makes use of chrome yellow, which
was introduced c.1818.29 It is unclear to what
degree the present polychrome scheme reflects
the earlier design.
The main roof structure is heavily restored, as
became particularly evident – given scaffolding
access – during the 2014-15 works. Of the 11
tiebeams, for example, only three (those of
Trusses 2, 3 and 12) are intact, albeit with some
ironwork added to the ends. Trusses 5-7 and 910 have had both ends of the tiebeams entirely
replaced, with massive scarf joints extending as
much as 1.5m from the inner wall face. Truss 8
has had only its northern end so treated,
although the southern end of the truss has seen
repairs that include addition of steel plates to
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both sides of the main arch brace. The southern
arch brace of Truss 9 has been partly replaced,
with the joint given additional support from
steel plates: this truss has also seen significant
loss of the original tracery, with the
replacements being crude fretwork only. Most
substantially, the tiebeam of Truss 11 has been
replaced entirely. Several phases of repairs can
be identified on structural grounds. For
example, both ends of the tiebeams of Trusses 7
and 10, and the northern ends of the tiebeams
of Trusses 8 and 9 have been replaced with
fairly crude unmoulded lengths of oak, and
reinforced with long bolts extending from the
soffits of the tiebeams to the top faces of the
principal rafters. The repairs may well date to
those documented in the 1930s: this would
certainly explain the roughly carved inscription
of ‘J. Senter 1932’ at the northern end of the
arch brace of Truss 9. Likewise, the complete
replacement of the tiebeam in Truss 11
matches, in terms of material (a light oak) and
workmanship, the scarf replacement at the
southern end of the tiebeam in Truss 9, as well
as the cornice, stub tiebeam and the lower part
of the angel in Bay 8: this work is more recent,
and may date from documented repairs in 1965.
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Fig. 51. Truss 12, west face. With Trusses 2 and 3, this is one of only three intact trusses in the main roof, although it has
suffered some loss of brattishing and tracery (17.3.2015).

Fig. 52. Truss 10, west face, showing unmoulded scarf-jointed replacement of both ends of the tiebeam, very probably from
repairs in the 1930s, and loss of the lower tracery detail (12.1.2015).
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Fig. 53. Truss 9, east face, showing scarf-jointed replacement of the southern end of the tiebeam, steel plate on the arch brace,
and replacement of the original tracery detail with crude fretwork, possibly forming part of the repairs of 1965 (12.1.2015).

Fig. 54. Truss 11, west face, showing entirely replaced tiebeam, possibly forming part of the repairs of 1965 (17.3.2015).

36

Chapel of St Nicholas, King’s Lynn: Buildings Archaeology report

May 2016

The north and south aisle lean-to roofs have
four-centred arched braces with spandrel
tracery, and again date from the early 15th
century. The roof of the south vestry, which has
a flat southern half and a pitched northern half,
is boarded, but that of the north vestry is
exposed: comprising wall plates and a ridgepiece with common rafters, it may date from
the 15th century.

Fig. 55. Exposed wall plates and rafter feet (19.11.2014).

Fig. 56. North aisle roof, view east (2011).

As part of the standing building recording during
the 2014-15 works, a limited programme of
dendrochronological sampling was carried out,
under the direction of the author, by Dr Martin
Bridge of the Oxford Dendrochronology
Laboratory (see separate report30). Nine
samples were taken from the main roof, and five
samples were taken from the north aisle roof. A
general lack of bark edge and sapwood, the
extent of later repairs, and the typically short
number of annual growth rings meant that the
dendrochronological dating was not as precise
or as comprehensive as for many other
buildings. That said, five samples were datable,
and the results are of some significance. In the
north aisle a sample (klsn08) from a common
rafter in Bay 12 had rings dating from 1335-89:
this included the heartwood/sapwood boundary
at 1374, with two additional sapwood rings
beyond those measurable. Additionally, when
sampling, it appeared that only 1-2mm of the
complete sapwood were missing from the
drilled core, giving a reduced number of likely
sapwood rings and a felling date range of 13911401. Another sample (klsn09) from a common
rafter from Bay 8 of the north aisle had rings
dating from 1326–74, with 1374 again marking
the heartwood/sapwood boundary: this gives a
felling date range of 1383–1415. Towards the
west end of the nave main roof, a sample
(klsn01) from the southern arch brace of Truss
13 had rings dating from 1302-91, with 1391
marking the heartwood/sapwood boundary: this
gives a felling date range of 1400-32. Two other
samples (klsnT1 and klsnT2) of tracery panels
from Truss 1 (i.e. at the east end of the main
roof) produced no sapwood or
heartwood/sapwood boundary, and gave felling
dates of after 1436 and 1443 respectively. The
small number of dated timbers and the fact that
none gave precise years of felling make it
difficult to draw firm conclusions. It is unclear,
therefore, whether the minimal overlap
between the two dated aisle rafters and the
single sample from the main roof reflect felling
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Fig. 57. South aisle roof (detail), looking east (2016).

of timbers and construction c.1400-1, or
whether the aisle roofing predates that of the
main roof (or, at least, its westernmost truss) by
a few years. What is clear, however, is that
dendrochronology is consistent with dating of
the main roof to the first decade of the 15th
century, which is consistent with the stylistic
and documentary dating evidence for the chapel
(see section 4.5.1). The later dates (after 1436
and 1443) for the two pieces of Baltic oak
tracery are hard to reconcile with the dates for
the roof timbers and, indeed, the description of
the chapel as ‘de novo’ in 1419. This is not
entirely surprising since the two pieces are very
clearly later inserts, only selected for sampling
due to the fact that they – unlike other tracery
or fretwork – were loose and removable. It was
hoped that, while not in situ primary work, they
related to the primary phase of roof
construction, but, evidently, that is not the case
and it is wholly possible that they were inserted
much later in the history of the roof.
4.5.5

Fittings, furniture and details

While most of the early 15th-century figurative
sculpture (outside the roof), internal decoration,
fittings and furniture have been lost, there are
important survivals. Two short stalls survive in
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the sanctuary (albeit with 19th-century deskfronts), and other fragments of stalls (both
fronts and bench-ends) survive in the present
stalls in the south aisle of the chancel: one
bench in the otherwise 19th-century northern
choir stalls is also medieval. Other medieval,
possibly 15th-century, seating survives in the
17th-century consistory court at the west end of
the north aisle (see section 4.6). A further 26
fragments of carved bench ends and six
misericords from the chapel form part of the

Fig. 58. Misericords, on loan to Lynn Museum (2012).
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Fig. 59. 15th-century stalls, chancel south aisle (27.6.2014).

Fig. 61, Medieval panel painting (now door), vestry (2012).

Fig. 60. Stall and sedilia, sanctuary south side (27.6.2014).

Fig. 62. Eagle lectern prior to relocation (2012).
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Fig. 63. Consistory court, view west (2016). Dating from 1617, it reuses parts of 15th-century stalls and a late 16th-century altar
table.

collection of the Victoria and Albert Museum: in
2012 two of the misericords were on loan to
Lynn Museum (Fig. 58). A medieval panel
painting survives in the south vestry, reused as a
door to a cupboard at the south end of the
west wall. One small area of floor tiles survives
to the west of the organ: although heavily worn
and reset, these tiles give an insight into the
probable nature of the medieval floor. More
substantial is the sedilia on the south side of the
sanctuary, although severe damage to the clunch
stonework means that only parts of the vaulted
canopies and the angels above survive. At the
west end of the nave, an ex situ stoup may date
from the early 15th century, although its origins
are uncertain: it has certainly been at the chapel
since the early 18th century.31 Later medieval
fittings include the remarkable late 15th-century
eagle lectern, made of brass: in 2014-15 this was
moved from its previous location at the east
end of the chancel north aisle to the sixth bay
from the east.
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4.6

Changes to the fabric during
Dissolution and Revolution
1538-1660

Although the rood screen appears to have
survived until the 18th century,32 between the
mid-16th and the mid-17th centuries the chapel
lost much of its internal subdivision of parclose
screens that presumably separated the side
chapels and chantries (documented in the 15th
and early 16th centuries) from the main body of
the chapel.33 Other losses during this period
comprise most of the medieval stained glass, and
the statuary in the clunch niches at clerestory
level.
Some additions of this period survive, and these
comprise several of the monuments, which
include two wall monuments at the east end of
the north and south aisles; the benefactions
board of 1630 by Henry the Dutchman, in the
south aisle;34 an altar table of 1577, which was
then cut down and reused as the table in the
consistory court at the west end of the north
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Fig. 64. Monument to Thomas Snelling, d.1623: north aisle.

Fig. 66. Bay 6, south aisle, showing inserted window (2016).

Fig. 65. Benefactions board, south aisle: made 1630.

Fig. 67. Font, view south-east (27.6.2014).
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aisle (established in 1617, with seating adapted
from earlier stalls or pews, and a fragment of
linenfold panelling), and the mullion and transom
window over the eastern door of the south wall
(1628, but apparently reused from the chapel of
St James: a northern equivalent has since been
removed).35 A font was made by Edward
Coverstone in 1627, following the eventual
granting of baptism rights to the chapel: this was
replaced by the present replica in 1902 (see
section 4.9). The font had an elaborate cover or
canopy that was destroyed c.1852 (see sections
4.8 and 4.9). Oddly, given the earlier absence of
a font, the two-stepped base on which the font
sits looks consistent with the early 15th-century
date of the new chapel.
Other additions of this period have been
removed, such as the pulpit of 164036 and the
nave aisle galleries of 1628.37 The latter may
relate to a series of joist sockets revealed in the
nave aisle walls during the 2014-15 works.
Removal of the dado panelling exposed a series
of secondary joist sockets at c.530mm centres
(Figs. 18 and 19, and Plan 2) for a floor at c.6.7m
OD (i.e. c.580-600mm above the present aisle
floors), which suggests raised ground-level pews,
perhaps forming part of the gallery structures of
1628 or their successors of 1791 (see section
4.7). Pairs of north-south parallel dwarf walls or
footings, one brick wide and at c.1.75m centres,
were revealed by removal of the four rows of
raised pews in the north and south aisles of Bay
10 in 2014-15.38 The walls or footings were only
two courses high in the north aisle and a single
brick high in the south aisle. The bricks were
reused medieval types, similar to those used in
the footings of the aisle walls, and there were
additional pieces of reused worked stone. Since
the walls or footings do not correspond with
the joist sockets, it may be that they represent
the substructures for a different phase of
flooring (one perhaps contemporary with the
1628 galleries above and one with those of
1791). There is as yet no evidence that they
continued eastwards along the aisles, however,
so it is possible that they represent the footings
for more localized structures, such as stairs
providing access to the west end of the galleries.
It has been suggested that the level of the
chapelyard was raised in 1637, to increase
capacity following the outbreak of plague in the
port in 1636:39 more certainly, it was around
this time that the chapelyard saw extension on
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its eastern side, later built over (see sections 3.2
and 4.7).

4.7

The chapel 1660-1851

This period saw significant internal reordering of
the chapel, albeit with the new furnishings
subsequently removed. An altarpiece was added
in 1704; the rood screen (with its post-medieval
attached seating for visiting dignitaries) was
replaced in the late 18th by five pairs of pews in
the western bay of the chancel (tiered so that
they faced westwards), which may have
coincided with a probable reordering of the
whole choir at this date;40 and the nave aisle
galleries of 1628 were replaced by new, and
probably more extensive, galleries in 1791.41
The joists sockets in the outer walls of the
north and south aisles and the dwarf walls or
foundations in the aisles, revealed during the
2014-15 works, may well relate to the groundlevel pews of this galleried structure (see
section 4.6, Figs. 18 and 19, and Plan 2). Stone
repairs, or indents, in the arcade piers show the
location of the 1791 galleries, which occupied all
except the three western bays of the nave.

Fig. 68. Bay 9, indents in north pier from gallery (2012).
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Fig. 69. Monument to Sir Benjamin Keene (2016).

Fig. 70. South-west gate from the south-west (2012).
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External changes in this period include the
rebuilding of the medieval spire (apparently
113ft, or 34.44m, high42), which was blown
down in 1741, and related repairs to the
chapel:43 the 18th-century spire has since been
replaced (see section 4.8). Surviving additions of
this period include many monuments, which
include most of those on the walls
(concentrated in the period 1740-90), most of
the ledger stones, and the freestanding
monument to Sir Benjamin Keene (d.1757: by
Robert Adam): the latter was located in the
north vestry, or sacristy, over Keene’s burial
vault, until relocated to its present position
c.1895.44 There appears to have been
widespread relocation of ledger stones during
this period, with removals to the west end
including the monument (approximately
contemporary with the new chapel) to Thomas
Waterdeyn, mayor in 1397 and 1404, which was
located in the centre of the chancel in 1738,45
but which was no longer there by 1844,46 and
was then found – without its remarkable brass
of a tree – at the west end in 1859:47 it cannot
be located today. Likewise, the tombstone of
William de Bittering, mayor in 1351 and 1355,
and his wife, Julian, which was over 10ft (3.05m)
long and 6ft (1.83m) wide and complete with
brass figures in 1738 (then located towards the
east end of the south aisle)48 had gone by
1844.49 A gilded and painted decorative sword
rest, fixed to the easternmost pier of the nave
south arcade, is dated 1743-60. The draught
porch to the door at the west end of the south
aisle dates from the early 19th century.
The chapelyard saw significant changes in this
period. Most notably, in terms of surviving
fabric, the present gate was erected at the
south-west corner: this has gault-brick piers
surmounted by stone urns, and wrought iron
gates that incorporate the date 1749: the
majority of the northern pier and the upper part
of the southern pier had been rebuilt prior to
the 2014-15 works (as shown by wider joints
with modern cementitious mortar). The low
brick wall with stone coping and iron railings to
the north and that at the south-east corner of
the chapelyard are probably contemporary,
although the brick walls appear much restored.
The full-height brick wall on the eastern side of
the chapelyard probably dates from the early
19th century when the eastern part of the burial
ground (which previously extended to the Pilot
Street frontage) was given over to housing
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Fig. 71. Nave pews from 1852-3, view north-west (27.6.2014)

(since demolished and now an informal open
space). It is possible that this change coincided
with the closure of the chapelyard for burials in
1807,50 although Hillen dates the work to
1800.51

4.8

Restoration 1852-69

The chapel underwent major restoration in the
mid-19th century. This began with radical
modifications to the seating in 1852-3 by John
Brown (the Norwich architect, and the surveyor
at the cathedral from 1834-6952), which saw
removal of the 1791 nave aisle galleries, the late
18th-century west-facing tiered seats in the
western bay of the chancel, and, most
unfortunately, the apparently still largely intact
early 15th-century pews of the nave. The
present pews were then installed in the nave,
together with the present choir stalls in the
chancel aisles, the latter incorporating some
fragments of the medieval stalls (see section
4.5.5).53 The elaborate font cover, or canopy,
which was contemporary with the font of 1627,
was destroyed by the Rev. John Fleming, either
during the 1852-3 works or just prior to them.54
The major internal reordering at this time was
not restricted to carpentry and joinery, but
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evidently extended to the floors and
monuments: the distribution of ledger stones
today suggests, notwithstanding the re-flooring
of the nave in 1918, that many were relocated in
1852-3. Several ledgers remained in situ,
however, hidden under the new seating. Where
visible, through modern inspection hatches in
the floor of the chancel south aisle stalls, the
hidden ledger stones have been robbed of their
surrounding flags and project proud of the
exposed earth: this confirms that the ledger
stones simply cap single-width brick-lined graves
– typical of urban churches in the 18th and 19th
centuries – rather than more substantial burial
vaults, although there may well be surviving
examples of the latter elsewhere in the chapel.
A tablet in the south aisle records the ledger
stones of the Bagley family covered over by new
stalls there in 1852. Prior to the 2014-15 works
it was not clear whether in situ ledgers remained
under the concrete bases of the nave pews,
especially in the north and south aisles (i.e.
where there were no medieval pews), although
the east and west ends of all four blocks of nave
pews partly overlapped ledger stones. Removal
of the four rows of raised pews at the rear of
each of the four blocks of pews in 2014-15 (with
these pews then moved forward to replace
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Fig. 72. Raised bases for rear nave pews revealed during removal, view south-east (3.9.2014).

Fig. 73. Limited survival of ledgers under 1852-3 rear nave pews, revealed by removal of bases, view south-east (17.9.2014).
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some of the standard pews) involved demolition
of the concrete bases in these areas. This
exposed the remainder of the partly hidden
ledgers, but showed that there were no fully
hidden examples: the concrete was
predominantly laid on hardcore: see section 4.6
for discussion of earlier features discovered
below the hardcore.
Also included in the 1852-3 work by John
Brown was removal of the 18th-century
altarpiece, and installation of the present
reredos (designed by Brown, made by the Lynn
mason William Browne, with the panel
paintings, by Hardman & Co., only added in
190455). Stained glass was introduced to the
sanctuary, in the south window in 1854 (William
Warrington) and the east window in 1860
(Henry Hughes, of Ward & Hughes).56

Fig. 74. Spire, view from the east (2012).

Works at this time extended to demolition, in
1854, of the short 18th-century spire and,
eventually, in 1869-70, erection of the present
spire by Sir George Gilbert Scott. The building
of the new lead covered spire was accompanied
by restoration of the tower (including the
insertion of the tie bars towards the bottom of
the upper stage, the unblocking of the west
window and the low south lancet,57 reduction of
the external ground level on the west and south
sides, and fitting of the present west door), and
recasting of the bells by Taylor of
Loughborough.58

4.9

Fig. 75. Sanctuary, remodelled in 1852-60 and 1904 (2016).
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The chapel 1870-2016

Late Victorian and Edwardian modifications that
survive include the addition of a stained glass
window in the south aisle (1895), and the
addition of gates to the outer doorway of the
porch (probably in the 1880s:59 the gates had
been replaced in the early 21st century by fullheight iron gates, but the previous gates were
stored at the west end of the south aisle and
were reinstated in the 2014-15 works). The
present organ is by Willis & Co. (1897), and was
given its case, designed by John Oldrid Scott, in
1900.60 John Oldrid Scott was also responsible,
in 1902, for the replica of the font of 1627,
which was apparently then in poor condition.61
His restoration of the font also included an
accurate recreation of the massive canopy, or
cover, which had formed part of the 1627 font
and which had been destroyed c.1852 (see
section 4.8):62 the font cover was then sold to a
private collector in the 1960s.63 In 1904 the
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sanctuary saw panel paintings added to the
reredos (see section 4.8) and installation of its
chequered floor: presumably, the present altar
rail dates from these works. Nearby, the north
vestry, or sacristy, gained a doorway into the
north aisle in 1903.64

Fig. 76. 1902 font cover for sale in an antiques gallery in
2016 (© Westland London).

Fig. 77. Ideal No. 2 Brittania sectional boiler from National
Radiator Company 1924 catalogue, similar to the slightly
later model at St Nicholas’s Chapel.

Modifications since 1918 include the installation
in 1932 of an oil-fired boiler in the bottom of
the tower.65 This provided hot water for 25
radiators: although the heating system was no
longer functional prior to the 2014-15 works,
17 radiators and the boiler survived and were
then removed. The boiler was marked
‘Britannia’ on its front face, which, with other
details, identify it as an Ideal Britannia No. 2 cast
iron sectional boiler, built by the National
Radiator Company in Hull: the boiler was one of
the most popular types at that date.66 Fitting of
the boiler required a concrete floor, with sump,
at the bottom of the tower, with a brick, steel
and concrete structure to the north and above.
This structure included the floor of the pre2014 ringing chamber. A flue exited the east
wall of the tower and ran up the internal face of
the south wall of the south aisle, and then
through the roof to a chimney: this survived
until the 2014-15 works (when it was removed),
albeit with the external chimney already
dismantled. Two sets of brick ducts also
connected to the boiler. Those exiting via the
ringing chamber had been removed prior to the
2014-15 works, leaving only two grilles in the
blind 13th-century window in the north wall of
the tower. Those running under the nave floor
survived in 2014, with exit grilles located just
east of the tower and near the north aisle.
Within the main part of the chapel, inter-war
modifications include the re-flooring of the nave
in 1918 (although the extent of this work is not
clear),67 and the addition of a war memorial at
the west end (designed by W. J. Bullimore in
1921) in turn replaced by the present memorials
in 1947.68 In 1935 St Anne’s chapel was created
towards the east end of the north aisle (i.e.
immediately east of the organ): although no
longer functioning, surviving features from 1935
include the tiled floor, the panels north and
south of the chapel, the altar, and a small panel
of stained glass in the north aisle, by G King and
Sons.69 More recently – in 1981 – the chancel
saw major modification with the insertion of a
large flagged dais (Figs. 21 and 22).70 The new
dais appears to have been laid directly over
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Fig. 78. Tower boiler room, view east (2012).

Fig. 80. Boiler flue, west end of south aisle (2012).

Fig. 79. Tower heating boiler (2012).

Fig. 81. South aisle after removal of flue (27.6.2014).
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Fig. 82. North aisle radiators, now removed (2012).

Fig. 84. Lights modified to include radiant heaters (2016).

Fig. 83. Lights from c.2000 (2012).

Fig. 85. West door polychrome restored in 2012 (2016).
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numerous ledger stones, and is fitted out with
an altar table, sedilia and benches, all in oak. A
large 18th or early 19th-century anchor that was
located at the east end of the south aisle, prior
to the 2014-15 works, was trawled up from
Burnham Flats in 1993.71 The present lighting
scheme was introduced by Julian Limentani
c.2000: the hanging lights were substantially
modified with replacement light fittings and an
additional outer ring to support radiant heaters
in 2014-15.
Conservation works and like-for-like repairs
within this period include the recasting of the

leads (nave 1897-8, with the eastern bay
replaced 1990s; south aisle 1967; and north aisle
1990s72), external stonework repairs (north
aisle 1990s73), replacement of window glass
(clerestory, aisle, north sanctuary, and west
windows by Pope and Parr, 194874), repair to
the chancel south aisle pew platform (2005),75
and conservation of the west door polychrome
paint (2012). Less sensitive was the removal of
gravestones to the perimeter of the chapelyard,
leaving only a small group in situ on the south
side of the chapel, together with three table
tombs.

Fig. 86. General view east following completion of the 2014-15 works (2016).
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Plan 1. Phased ground plan.
51

Chapel of St Nicholas, King’s Lynn: Buildings Archaeology report

May 2016

Plan 2. North and south aisle internal elevations (details), showing location of beam sockets revealed during temporary removal of the dado panels in 2014-15.
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